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more hesitant to share all relevant information 
with their regulators. This, in turn, makes it 
more difficult for the regulators to do a thor-
ough job in their examinations of the institu-
tions. In fact, this legislation is strongly sup-
ported by the affected Federal banking regu-
lators. 

I would like to make sure my colleagues are 
aware that this legislation would maintain ex-
isting privileges and protect any materials cre-
ated by the regulators. This would not prevent 
litigants from discovering the underlying facts 
of any action. All nonprivileged sources would 
still be available in discovery. This would sim-
ply ensure that examination materials—the 
critically important function of which is facilitate 
free-flowing communication between the ex-
aminer and the institution to maximize the ef-
fectiveness of the supervisory process—are 
not turned into a weapon against the regulated 
financial institution. 

BERPA would ensure that the safety and 
soundness of our institutions is maintained 
through a vigorous and thorough supervisory 
process. This process is not complete when 
institutions are not forthcoming with informa-
tion for fear of having information that was at 
one time privileged suddenly become subject 
to subpoena. Therefore, not only does this 
help the supervisory process, but also the 
consumers and taxpayers that insure these in-
stitutions. I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to Mexico’s greatest living muralist, 
the highly acclaimed artist, Maestro Raul 
Anguiano. It is also my great pleasure to wel-
come the Maestro to The Bowers Museum in 
Santa Ana, CA, where he will place the first 
brush stroke on a mural for the Museum. 

The Maestro is known throughout the world 
as Mexico’s ambassador of art. He has exhib-
ited in major museums and galleries around 
the world including the Palace of Fine Arts, 
the National Museum of Prints and the Mu-
seum of Plastic Arts in Mexico City, the Mu-
seum of Man in San Diego, the Carnegie Art 
Museum, the Institute Italo, Latino Americao 
(Rome), Casas Reales Museum (Santa Do-
mingo), and the Armand Hammer Museum in 
Los Angeles. His solo exhibits include Mos-
cow, Leningrad, Peking, Rome, Assissi and 
Venice. HIs work has also been exhibited at 
the Santora Arts Center in Santa Ana, CA. 

His works are included in permanent exhib-
its in many major museums around the world. 
Most recently his painting the ‘‘Crucifixation’’ 
was accepted by Pope John Paul II and is 
now in the collection at the Vatican. 

Raul Anguiano was born in Guadalajara, 
Jalisco, Mexico, February 26, 1915. He began 
painting at the age of twelve. As a child, he 
would paint or draw on any space available; 
his creativity and genius could not be con-
tained. His mother, Abigail, recognized her 

son’s early signs of genius and encouraged 
him by providing him with sketch books. The 
young Raul was driven by sheer talent and 
desire to create the visions that were given to 
him. 

Along with his contemporary, Diego Rivera, 
Maestro Anguiano has influenced other Mexi-
can artists here in the United States. R.C. 
Gorman has credited Anguiano with his ‘‘aes-
thetic influence as well as subject matter.’’

Maestro Anguiano has given to the world a 
precious gift of beauty that will live on forever 
by creating a mural for the permanent collec-
tion of the Bowers Museum. I commend Mae-
stro Raul Anguiano for his significant artistic 
contribution to the history of art and his impact 
on contemporary artists around the world. 
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Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce legislation to address a problem that 
is plaguing our nation—children being taken 
as hostages. Far too many scenarios have 
been documented in which children are ex-
posed to violence, emotional trauma or phys-
ical harm at the hands of adults. 

For example, in New York, a woman’s es-
tranged husband took her and their three chil-
dren hostage at the point of a loaded shotgun. 
He held them for nearly four hours, and at one 
point, he even allegedly traded his seven-
year-old for a pack of cigarettes. 

In Texas, a man took 80 children hostage at 
an area day care facility, including two of his 
children. They were held at gunpoint and re-
leased over a 30-hour period before the stand-
off was brought to a non-violent conclusion. 

In Florida, a suspected drug addict and mur-
derer held two children, ages two and four, 
hostage for two-and-a-half days. An entire Or-
lando neighborhood was evacuated during the 
standoff. Only when he threatened to use the 
children as human shields did a SWAT team 
rescue the children in a raid that resulted in 
the death of the suspect. 

In Baltimore, a man broke into a second-
floor apartment, stabbing a young mother and 
holding her nine-month-old child hostage for 
two hours before a Quick Response Team 
could rescue the baby and apprehend the sus-
pect. 

Situations like these are unacceptable, and 
should not be tolerated by anyone. All over 
the country, children are being used as pawns 
in actions played by violent adults. We in Con-
gress must do our part to help prevent these 
scenarios from developing in the first place. 

My legislation will give new protections to 
children—our nation’s most precious resource. 
I have joined forces with Senator OLYMPIA 
SNOWE to establish the strictest punishments 
for those who would evade arrest or obstruct 
justice by using children as hostages. This bill 
will toughen penalties against any person who 
takes a child, 18 years of age or younger, 
hostage in order to resist any officer or court 
in the United States, or to compel the federal 
government to do or to abstain from any act. 

Such a person would serve a minimum sen-
tence of ten years to a maximum of death, de-
pending on the extent of injury to the child. 

Please join me in this important effort to 
protect the lives and well-being of our nation’s 
young. I hope that together we can make our 
nation a safer place for everyone, especially 
those in our society least able to protect them-
selves. 
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Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate and pay tribute to a true Texas 
legend. Yesterday, former Texas Rangers 
pitcher Nolan Ryan was elected to the Base-
ball Hall of Fame. 

During Mr. Ryan’s illustrious career, he be-
came not only one of the greatest pitchers to 
play the game, but also one of the most be-
loved and respected. He struck out a record 
5,714 batters, won 324 games, and played for 
27 years—longer than any other player in his-
tory. These accomplishments earned him the 
second highest voting percentage ever for a 
Hall of Fame nominee. 

His most important accomplishment, how-
ever, was the way he conducted himself as a 
player. Nolan Ryan played baseball with dig-
nity and sportsmanship second to none. He 
showed our children that good guys do win. 
Tom Schieffer, President of the Texas Rang-
ers, said it best: ‘‘Players like Nolan Ryan are 
the way the game endures. They renew peo-
ple’s faith in the sport.’’

Congratulations to Nolan Ryan, a true gen-
tleman of sport. I know if he picked up a base-
ball at his ranch today, he’d still be good for 
twenty strikeouts a game. 
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HELP COMMUNITIES AFFECTED BY 
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Mr. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing legislation that will facilitate the 
swift transfer of closed military bases to local 
communities. This action is necessary be-
cause current law hinders the large and com-
plex transfer of military base property with 
economic redevelopment in mind. 

Many of the laws governing the reuse of 
military bases are antiquated and filled with 
confusing terms and conditions. One major ex-
isting hindrance is a clause prohibiting the ob-
tainment of profit by local communities. This is 
a problem because it prevents local commu-
nities from generating profits through sub-
leasing for the purpose of reinvestment to 
maintain and improve landscaping, mainte-
nance, and infrastructure. The remedy for this 
situation is to replace the clause with legisla-
tion embodying the provisions of the base clo-
sure laws and amendments of the 1990’s. 
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